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Presidency and the Bengal Presidency were also present. The
delegates from India played important parts at the various sectional
meetings. Description of the various medical researches being
carried out in India always commanded close attention from the
delegates of the other Far Eastern countries and it is not too much
to say that the Indian work on cholera, plague, kala-azar, etc., was
generally accepted as pointing the way to preventive measures con-
nected with these epidemic diseases. The Public Health Commissioner
also took part in the meeting of the Advisory Council of the League
of Nations Health Organisation, Eastern Bureau, which was held at
Nanking.

It is unnecessary to iterate in this report what has already been The
said in previous ones in regard to the drugs problem, another matter
of international concern, and of India's contribution to its solution.
It will suffice io mention that though formerly one of the principal
opium-producing countries of the world, -her actual exports of this
drug have for some years been appreciably less than permitted by
the international agreements which now govern the matter. In
pursuance of the policy (announced in 1926) of steadily reducing
exports till they cease entirely, poppy cultivation in 1984-35 was
about 3.8 per cent of the area sown in 1912-13 (the last year before
exports to China were stopped), and about 9.3 per cent of the area
sown in 1925-26 (the last year before the policy of steady reduction
in other exports was adopted). Poppy-growing in British India
is now practically confined to the United Provinces, where the area
under cultivation in 1934-35 was 6,806 acres, i.e., less than half that
in the preceding year.

Turning to the subject of legislation connected with dangerous Legislation
drugs and opium smoking, it may be mentioned that the Government f^?60*6*
of  Burma had  still  under consideration  the proposal  to  license Dangerous
smoking  saloons,   which was  alluded to last year.   They moved a1*1^8
Resolution in the local Legislative Council on the 16th February opium
1935  recommending ratification  of the Bangkok  Opium  Smoking
Agreement as far as Burma was concerned, but it was lost.   In
opposing the Resolution for reasons connected with local politics,
however, one of the leaders of the opposition parties declared that the
Agreement would be ratified after the separation of Burma from
India.   This indicates that there was no objection to the ratification